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Some stuff about the document data-base. This is not complete but I hope it will set a 
context and allow people to start using the docdb. The url is microboone-docdb.fnal.gov. 
Also, this illustrates a feature of the docdb that it can be used for  preliminary, living, and 
evolving stuff. A better version of this document is surely possible.  
 
0) The data-base has two levels of defining its `documents’ A document comes under a 
`topic’ heading (such as `electronics’) and a sub-topic (such as `cables/connectors’). 
Documents are either `public’ in which case anyone on the web can see them, or `private’ 
in which case only people with the docdb username and password can see them. 
 
1) a document has a submitter (you), author(s), sub-topic(s) within topic(s), a version and 
keywords (which I’ve never used). Submitters, authors, topics and sub-topics are selected 
from lists within the data-base – so there is no ambiguity, for example, over the way a 
person’s name is presented. New authors and submitters can be added by anyone who can 
add files to the database – new topics and subtopics can only be made by the db 
administrators (currently Cat James and Stephen Pordes – cjames@fnal.gov & 
stephen@fnal.gov). A document has a title and an abstract which are free.  
 
2) the data-base calls its contents `documents’. In reality these are more like folders and 
typically contain several files which are related to the particular topic/subtopic. For 
example, I would expect the sub-topic `cables/connectors’ in the electronics topic to have 
many files with details of the various cables and connectors used by the electronics. If a 
particular sub-topic is too broad, we can make new ones. 

 
3) any particular `document’ can be referenced to as many subtopics as one likes. To 
reference to two sub-topics under the same `topic’ use the ctrl (windows) or apple key 
(mac). (I don’t know the linux).  
 
4) a `document’ has two sorts of data – the files it contains and the so-called `metadata’ 
or DB information. One can add files (called `add files’), one can put new versions of 
existing files into the document (called `update’), and one enters and can change the 
meta-data. Note the distinction between adding files and updating. When a new version 
of an existing file is entered, the document is `updated’ and gets a new version number. 
When files are simply added, the version number stays the same. If,  for example we have 
a document called `photos of people’ and someone joins the experiment, one would `add’ 
their photograph. If someone doesn’t like their current photo and wants to put a new one 
in, that would be an update. Note, also, that the old `versions’ are kept. The data-base is 
written to make it relatively convenient for files in the previous version of a document 
(for which one doesn’t want to enter new versions) to be carried into the new version of 
the document. The meta-data correspond to all the stuff except the actual files that 
describe the document – see the entries you make when `creating a document’. The meta-
data can be changed using the update DB  
 
 



5) To make a new document that contains some files (called creating a document), 
requires: 

1) having the file(s) somewhere convenient 
2) going to screen 1 microboone-docdb.fnal.gov and  
3) entering the microboone username and password 
4) selecting `create or change documents or other information’ at the 2nd screen 
5) at the 3rd screen typing the number of files you want to put into the `document’ 

into the open window  in the Create a new document from … files on your 
local computer (the top line on the next screen)  and hitting return.  

6) at  the 4th screen entering a title and an abstract, 
browsing to each of the files you want to put in the document, selecting it and 
giving it a description. (Typically I leave the main box ticked – it can be used if 
there is a single main file and a bunch of supporting files and you want to identify 
this structure.) 
selecting the Document type from the list 
selecting the submitter;  
selecting the author(s) (see the note above re authors);  
selecting (under View) who can see and who can modify the document – public is 
everyone on the web,  uboone is everyone on the list of authors (in the docdb); 
selecting as many topics or sub-topics you like;  
pressing submit;  
 

Some little getchas. 
When using the update DB, the program  changes nothing automatically except that it 
removes the selected View option. If you do not select one, it will cheerfully tell that 
none is selected. 



To create or change something in the data base
or to see stuff that only uboone people can see

Screen 1  http://microboone-docdb.fnal.gov/



To make or modify a document

To see various lists

Screen 2 http://microboone-docdb.fnal.gov:8080/cgi-bin/DocumentDatabase/



To make a new 
document from 3 files

Screen 3: http://microboone-docdb.fnal.gov:8080/cgi-bin/ModifyHome



Screen 4 http://microboone-docdb.fnal.gov:8080/cgi-bin/DocumentAddForm



Screen 5: http://microboone-docdb.fnal.gov:8080/cgi-bin/ShowDocument?docid=73

To put in a new version of the file

To change the metadata (eg the topic, or
                           the author,or add a topic)

To add files to the document

Available to
the web

Modifiable only by
people in the uboone list
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